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PARENTING MATTERS SEMINARS 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [12.08 pm]: It gives me great 
pleasure to inform the house of two seminars on positive parenting. This week more than 500 parents attended 
Parenting Matters seminars in Maylands and Rockingham. As a father, I know that raising a family is rewarding. 
It is also hard work, expensive and challenging. We have a rapidly changing world, so as parents we are 
constantly learning. We want our children to explore their world and learn from their experiences but we want to 
protect them from difficult or unsafe situations. 

Parents say that they struggle with managing their children’s behaviour, peer group pressure, bullying, social 
media and technology, so the state government has been pleased to fund two seminars with parenting expert 
Professor Matt Sanders. He talked about resilience. Resilient kids are socially connected, independent, and have 
problem-solving skills and healthy self-esteem. Matt Sanders shared tips on how parents can help children 
develop these skills. He founded the Triple P—positive parenting program. This is based on 30 years of research. 
His program has reached more than seven million children and their families in 25 countries worldwide. 
My government has invested funds to bring these two seminars to Perth. We have done that because we want to 
support parents in their role in raising happy, healthy children. 

As Minister for Community Services, I am committed to supporting parents and promoting the wellbeing of all 
Western Australian children. My Department of Local Government and Communities runs the Parenting WA 
service. If members’ constituents have children aged newborn to 18, we can help. Our parenting coordinators are 
trained to deliver parenting programs, including Triple P. They often do so in partnership with staff from the 
Department of Education and the Department of Health. 

I thank the department for hosting these seminars and hope they add to the knowledge and confidence of parents 
and those who work with children and families.  
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